4/20 “Talking Back” to Barbara Kingsolver, by Ms. Lima
Water. Lovely, beautiful, life-giving. I was seduced by your magical language about the wonders of waters until I realized the simple but enormous question you asked, “Who owns this water?” In all the discussion about water in the world, you bring the argument down to this one, brief question using such saddening words and phrases, like “ ‘disaster’ seems to mock us,” “endemic forms of thorny life,” “ruin,” “exacerbate,” and “…economic refugees, looking for land that costs nothing.” It seems that you want to push for laws that prevent people from managing water…that we simply begin to allow water to have more control over its patterns and flow. But will this really solve the problems in sub-saharan Africa, where the nearest water is a half an hour away from most people? How will “taking our hands off” water change things? 

You omit the ways in which countries manage water effectively. In Florida, the Tampa Bay Desalination Plant actually changes seawater so that it’s good for drinking. As, “The largest seawater desalination facility in the US, it produces an initial 25 million gallons per day (mgd) of drinking water per day, to help reduce the growing demand on the area's aquifers.” So why can’t we do this in Africa? If we’re really going to help, why don’t we, as a country, gather the support of other industrialized nations to support these poor, dry countries with money, resources and education? Why don’t we install desalination plants and teach the people how to run them? This not only helps with the water problem, but it also helps with poverty?
In counterargument, you point out a country—Ecuador—that is making changes. You say that Ecuador has changed its constitution so that it includes how to deal with nature. What does that mean? “…a citizen might file suit on behalf of an injured watershed.” I know that a watershed is all the area that is served by a river, but usually those areas include farmland. That means that the farmers, who are growing food for the world, would not be able to grow their crops. I’m thinking about a movie I just watched called “The Milagro Beanfield Wars,” where the water is “owned” and farmers become poor because they can’t grow crops anymore…they have no access to the water that flows through their land. So, then, we shift the problem from lack of water to lack of food? 

There has to be a better way. In an article titled “Back to the Tap,” author Nicole Controneo talks about using the money we spend on bottled water to donate to countries where they need drinking water. This could be a first step. Let’s get water to those countries, and at the same time help them build desalination plans and teach them how to run them. There are other options.
