Feature Article Study
Talking Back Assignment
Requirements

In this final assignment, you will write a letter to the author of you feature article “talking back” about the way she or he has constructed her argument. This letter will contain four paragraphs and discuss not only what the author is saying, but also what the author is leaving out.

Specifically, you will respond to the following:

· How is the author trying to make me feel about the issue?
Include:  the topic, the author’s purpose (which side does the author want you to agree with the most), and the emotional language that the author uses to make you agree with her/his bias. 

· What omissions are most important?
What is the author leaving out and what experience do you have that makes you think about the importance of the information that’s being left out? 

· What counterargument is weak?
Remember that counterarguments usually begin with “but” or “while.” So, when the author argues against the “other side,” is she/he doing a good job? Is it a strong counterargument or a weak one and why?

· What is my position in response?
You don’t have to disagree with the author. You can agree. I agreeing, offer evidence that supports why you agree. If you disagree, suggest alternatives to the author’s proposed solution.
Formatting Instructions

1. A proper heading is included (name, date, class, assignment title).

2. Paper is typed or neatly written in blue or black ball-point ink (no marker, gel pen, etc.). The paper is neat and no spiral edge is present (if writing by hand).
3. If the paper is typed, it is typed EXACTLY according to requirements:
· Times New Roman 12 pt.

· One-inch margins.

· Double-spaced.

4. Each question is thoroughly discussed in its own paragraph.
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