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	Introduction & how the author is trying to make people feel
	Introduction not only describes the topic and author’s purpose, but the way the author is trying to make readers feel is thoroughly discussed and includes two or more words as evidence. There is some discussion about why the words create the feelings described. Seven or more sentences in length.
	Introduction describes the topic, the author’s purpose and the way the author tries to make readers feel through the emotional words in the text. At least one emotional word is provided as an example with some brief discussion about why that word creates the feelings described. Five to six sentences in length.
	Introduction describes the topic, but it does not thoroughly describe the author’s purpose. The way the author is trying to make readers feel is briefly described, and one words is provided as evidence, but there is no discussion about the word. Three to four sentences in length.
	Introduction describes the topic of the article, but does not analyze the author’s purpose.

	Discussion of omissions
	An important omission is identified and discussed in a way that goes beyond the obvious or predictable. Evidence is provided from other texts as well as personal experience and prior knowledge. Seven or more sentences in length.
	An important omission is identified and discussed. Evidence is provided to support your argument, but the evidence may only be a personal connection to experience. Five to six sentences in length.
	An omission is identified, but it may be obvious. The discussion is brief and no evidence is provided to support your argument. Three to four sentences in length.
	No omissions are discussed.

	Counter-arguments
	A counter-argument is identified and discussed in a way that goes beyond the obvious or predictable. Evidence and discussion that challenges the author’s counter-argument is provided. Seven or more sentences in length.
	A counter-argument is identified and discussed briefly. Five to six sentences in length.
	An attempt is made to identify a counter-argument but there is little to no discussion. Three to four sentences in length.
	No attempt is made to discuss a counter-argument.

	Final response
	A clear response concludes the discussion. If you disagree with the author, at least one other option is described, supported with evidence and discussed. Evidence is provided from other texts as well as personal experience and prior knowledge. Seven or more sentences in length.
	A clear response concludes the discussion and evidence is provided to support your position, but the evidence may only be a personal connection to experience. Five to six sentences in length.
	A response to the author concludes the discussion, but it may be obvious or predictable. No evidence is provided to support your position.
	No response is included.

	Interpretation of a bigger issue
(10 extra credit points)
	One more political or social issue is described and discussed in a way that goes beyond the obvious or the predictable. It is described in a way that makes connections to other social problems and evidence is provided from other texts as well as personal experience and prior knowledge. Six to seven sentences in length.
	One major political or social issue is described and discussed, but the discussion may be obvious or predictable. Three to five sentences in length.
	No major political or social issue is described.
	No major political or social issue is described.
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